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SHRI SADANAM PUTHIYAVEETIL BALAKRISHNAN

Shri Sadanam Puthiyaveetil Balakrishnan a maestro of Kathakali, a highly stylized and
exquisite art form that reflects Indian mythology in its most intricate form.

2. Born on 15" January, 1944 in Taliparamba. North Kerala, Shri Balakrishnan had his
Kathakali education at an early age from "Guru Kondiveetil Narayanan Nair Asan" under the
patronage of the Late Brahmashri Kurumathur Narayanan Namboothiripad. He studied under the
renowned gurus Natyacharyan Thekinkattil Ramunni Nair and Keezhupadam Kumaran Nair
(Padmashree awardee) at Gandhi Seva Sadan Kathakali Academy for ten years, completing eight
years of diploma and two years of post-diploma with Central Government Scholarship. His
proficiency in Abhinaya, Choreography and Teaching the three facets of Kathakali was exceptional.
In addition to being a world-renowned performer, Shri Balakrishnan is also a creative writer,
director, and choreographer with over 35 original stories and choreographies to his name.

3. Shri Balakrishnan joined the International Centre for Kathakali New Delhi in the year
1974 as the senior most artist. He became the Principal and Director in 1980 and continued till
2007. Under his direction, the International Center for Kathakali, achieved international
reputation and got recognition as a category-1 dance institution by the Government of India. The
National School of Drama, Centre for Cultural Resources and Training, Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, Delhi University, Vishva Bharti - Kolkata, Bhoomika, SPIC-MACAY,
Bhaskara. Kalakshetra Foundation. Folkland, Thiranottam-Dubai, and the Association de
Recherches des Traditions de l'Actor-France (ARTA) are a few of the places he has had the
honour of providing his service. Post retirement from The International Centre for Kathakali,
Delhi, he was associated with Kalakshetra Foundation (Rukmini Devi College of Fine Arts),
Chennai as visiting fellow and Head of the Department of Kathakali.

4, Shri Balakrishnan has also presented papers on many subjects on Indian Classical
Dance at various International Forums and published articles in different journals. Preparation
of Manual and Syllabus for new Kathakali styles with Senior Fellowship from Ministry of Culture
and Higher study and research on Northern style of Kathakali with the financial assistance of
Central Sangeet Natak Academy are some of the studies conducted with the support of Ministry
of Culture, Government of India.

S. Shri Balakrishnan is the recipient of numerous awards and honours like the prestigious
Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 2004, The Parishad Samman 1988, from Sahitya Kala Parishad
(Delhi), Kerala Kalamandalan (Deemed University) award (2006) and fellowship (2017), Nritya
Kalasagaram Award from Bhairavi Fine Arts, Cleveland USA (2015), Natana Bhaskara Award from
Bharata Kalanjali & Bhaskara - 2003, Guru Pattikanthodi Ramunni Menon Award from Gandhi
Seva Sadan Kathakali Academy - 2006, Gold Medal - Ayyappa Temple, Haridwar - 1999, Kala Snehi
Award- 1995, Alapathi Ramachandra Rao Kala Peedham Award- 1991, Gold Medal, Mudralaya,
London- 1990, Swathi Thirunal Nadalaya Award - 1986, Natyachaiya from prestigious
Rajarajeshwara Temple - Taliparamba, Kerala, (2021) Kerala State Government Kathakali Award
and Kerala Kshetra kala Academy Fellowship are some of the few.
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3N e gfagdifee e ARA™ RIS Heqtell bl URSpd ®U H S arell Afed
eflag 3R IFE T HAGN & IT FATDR B |

2. T qIATHSE BT 1 15 SITARI 1944 DI IR DHRA B AT H F3T | S8 U H &
DI e g BI o | I/ TH qY Tb M HaAT FEA BABEl IJBIEH H UG [ ACATARIA
JfhTdhelel I ARR AR BISUTH HART ARR (USHST F FHAT) A RIem 7807 31, iR g TRBR
$I BIAGRT A 313 aY BT fSHT IR &1 IY BT URC—TSTATT 53T | HAdHeAT & A TBail, AT A,
TI—F1EeE iR fRreor § I MERY Serar urd off | fIa—ufig FeldR 8F & ar—wre), i
ITATHWT Ueh e oI, e 3R TI—aere 41 8 37k 35 I Afdd Jof B2 AR JI—ded
D AL |

3. 3N IIATFHUE a¥ 1974 H INSTH FATHR & T 1 ATRIET HAGell Dy, s faeel H AHA
2T | I8 1980 H 9 UMY IR a2 a9 3iR 2007 TF 9 UG R T | S (A H RIS T Herdhed!
&g B Ifge @ U g8 3R IR TRGR 7 3 S01—1 T WA & ©Y H AT < | I8 T
ey faeTerd, Aipiae FaTed R URET 6, YR Apiae Ja aRye, fSeell [dxafdere, fasq
AR I—hTABIT, AP, RUb—HD, ARBR, Beler BISSUH, Bibets, PRMAIEH— a8, AR TAIRITA
I T 9 ST S ' Tdexk—1h1d (TIIREIY) S TRATHT 7 W) a1 S BT FHH U © | SRR~
DABA Dg, [Seell A HaAIg< 81 & 914, T8 AT Bell 3R BeAbell [a9NT & Tgd & wU H HeTlers
BISSIH (BT TG Bielst 3Tt B 3cH), I=1g I IS Y |

4. SN G = A RIS Hall R ARG IR T R Bs Al R ojg Y IRgd fy 2 &iR
AR Uf3epTall H S71eh 3MTelRd IR U & | TRPpT HAT H U IRS BANRIT & qac s HAdbell Aol

& foTq HaTet 3iR UTGTeh TRIR SRAT TRIT sl TR AT JABIGHT Bl ORI HERIAT | Herdhetl bl Il
el TR I LTI Ud AT S GIRT ALl HATerd, TR IRBR & FEANT H Y T H6 eaIF ¢ |

5. 3 SIPYUM Pl by JREHR AR FHM UK gU © | S U< JREBRI H 2004 # Afiftsd i
AICd FBIGH JREDR, AMfecd el uiRye (faoetl) §RT URYE AHT 1988, DRAl DoAmdead (AT
Jafiel) o1 qREBR (2006) AR BAIRMT (2017), 4RGN BT MY, Felldele AT H T HATHTIRHA
PRIBR (2015), 9RA Helloliel 3R ARBY §RT AT ARG JREHR—2003, THT AT HaA BBl
JBTEH GRT O USIHATS] FG=1 H9 JREPIR—2006, I R, BRER gRT W1 U&h—1999, Hell
T8 JRIBR—1995, AUl IFas [ Hell YIoH YREBR—1991, JaTold, da-l §RT WU T&H—1990,
T fAoTel ATGTer YRIBR—1986, ATTURH, DR & IS JISRISIR HiQR §RT ATCI=T (2021),
PR T TRBR DA JREDIR AR DI 83 DBell BIGH! Db Bl 217 A 2 |
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